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1. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-7, 10-23, 26-36, 38-52 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

2. Claims 17-23, 26-36 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraphias being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claims 17 and 33 are rejected as vague and indefinite for being a hybrid claim. To be 
more specific, although a system is claimed in the preamble of each claim, the body of the claim 
includes means/devices and method steps (i.e. steps of monitoring, determining and transmitting 
in claim 17, and steps of determining and transmitting in claim 33), which renders each claim 
vague and indefinite since it is unclear as to whether a system or a method is claimed. 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-7, 10, 12-23, 26, 28-36, 39-46, 48-52 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Eytchison in U.S. Patent No. 6,363,434 (newly cited), hereinafter 
referred as Eytchison, in view of Gaucher in U.S. Patent No. 6,175,860 (of record), hereinafter 
referred as Gaucher.. 

Regarding claims 1,17 and 39, Eytchison discloses a method, system and a computer 
readable medium containing program instructions for managing electronic devices comprising: 
providing a main server (214) including software (370) for managing network resources (340) 
from a single point of administration; connecting a plurality of electronic devices (210, 21 la- 
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21 lc, 212, 220, 222a) to said main server to create a local area network (LAN) (215), and 
managing said electronic devices using said software (see col. 6, lines 36-43, col 7, lines 7-9), 
wherein said electronic devices include at least one of an appliance, an environmental control 
device, and an entertainment device, wherein said step of managing said electronic devices 
comprises: monitoring management initiating parameters (see col. 7, lines 30-35, col. 8, lines 44- 
53) including at least one of a system clock and sensed parameters (start time and end time of the 
scheduled event and other device information) for said electronic devices; determining a 
management action to be performed on an electronic device to be managed based on said 
management initiating parameters (col. 7, lines 35-43, col. 8, line 66 to col 9, line 17), said 
management action changing a condition of the electronic device; and transmitting a 
management action data packet ("Granted" signal, "Denied" signal, "Unavailable" signal or 
"Reserved" signal) to said electronic device to be managed in order to initiate the management 
action. 

Eytchison differs from the claims, in that, it does not disclose a wireless LAN for 
connecting the server and the plurality of electronic devices, which is well known in the art and 
commonly used in data communications field for wireless communication. 

Gaucher, for example, from the similar field of endeavor, teaches the uses of wireless 
LAN for connecting the server and the plurality of electronic devices (see Figure 3), which can 
be easily adopted by one of ordinary skill in the art to implement into the method and system of 
Eytchison to provide the method and system with wireless communication capability to further 
improve the system efficiency. 
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Regarding claims 2, 18 and 40, Eytchison discloses that the main server comprises 
providing one of a desktop computer and a portable computer as said main Server (see col. 4, 
lines 33-38). 

Regarding claims 3, 19 and 41, Eytchison discloses that the step of connecting comprises: 
transmitting an identification request from said main server; receiving a response from 
responding electronic devices within the range of said main server; and maintaining said LAN 
including the main server and the responding electronic devices (see col. 7, lines 21-29). 

Regarding claims 4, 20, 34 and 42, Gaucher discloses the further step of providing an 
adjustable transmission power for said main server thereby providing an adjustable signal 
area for said wireless LAN (see col. 9, lines 18-36) for provide the method and system with 
transmission power control capability. 

Regarding claims 5, 6, 21, 22, 35, 36, 46 and 47, Eytchison discloses the further steps of 
periodically updating information on the electronic devices connected to said wireless LAN, and 
adding and dropping electronic devices from said wireless LAN as necessary (see col. 8, lines 8- 
17). 

Regarding claims 7, 23 and 45, Eytchison discloses that the step of maintaining said 
LAN comprises using a media access control (MAC) protocol (see col. 9, lines 23-56). 

Regarding claims 10, 26, 33 and 46, Eytchison discloses the further steps of receiving 
said management action data packet at said electronic device to be managed; and performing said 
management action at said electronic device to be managed based on said management action 
data packet (see col. 7, lines 4-9). 
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Regarding claims 12, 28 and 48, Gaucher discloses the step of connecting a plurality of 
electronic devices comprises connecting at least one of an office equipment device and a mobile 
terminal device to said main server (see Figure 3). 

Regarding claims 13, 14, 29, 30, 49 and 50, Eytchison discloses that the step of creating a 
LAN comprises creating a home network or a workplace network (see col. 6, lines 8-11). 

Regarding claims 15, 31 and 51, Eytchison discloses that the electronic devices can share 
the software and hardware resources of the main server (see Figure 4). 

Regarding claims 16, 32 and 52, Eytchison discloses that the further step of providing 
Internet connectivity to said electronic devices through said main server (see col. 2, lines 18-25). 
5. Claims 1 1, 27, 38 and 47 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Eytchison in view of Gaucher as applied to claims 10, 26, 33 and 46 above, and further in view 
of Balasubramaniam in U.S. Patent No. 6,803,728, hereinafter referred as Balasubramaniam. 

Regarding claims 1 1 ,27, 38 and 47, the method and system provided from the teaching of 
Eytchison in view of Gaucher differs from the claims, in that, it does not disclose the further 
steps of: generating a management action report at said electronic device to be managed; 
transmitting a report data packet including said management action report from said electronic 
device to be managed, said management action report containing information about whether said 
management action was completed by the electronic device to be managed, which are well 
known in the art and commonly used in data communications field for monitoring and control 
purposes. 

Balasubramaniam, for example, from the similar field of endeavor, teaches the steps of 
generating a management action report at said electronic device to be managed; transmitting a 
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report data packet including said management action report from said electronic device to be 
managed, said management action report containing information about whether said 
management action was completed by the electronic device to be managed (see col. 9, lines 10- 
54), which can be easily adopted by one of ordinary skill in the art to implement into the method 
and system provided from the teaching of Eytchison in view of Gaucher for providing server 
with monitoring and control capabilities to further enhance the system controllability. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Craig, Aikawa et al., Bucher, Krzyzanowski et al., and Bandhole et al. are all cited to 
show the common feature of home appliances and/or electronic devices control utilizing server 
or computer similar to the claimed invention. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alpus H. Hsu whose telephone number is (571)272-3146. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (5:30-3:00) First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Huy D. Vu can be reached on (571)272-3155. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/921,708 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2665 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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